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:J. loannidis, J. Lau, Systematic Review of Medical Evidence, JoURNAL oF LAw AND PoLicy 12, 509 (2003) 6

“Medical evidence is complex; it is heterogeneous and of variable quality. Interpreting medical evidence is
difficult. Evidence must be appraised in itstotality using robust systematic approaches. (...)
From alegal perspective, it isimportant that judges and lawyers become more familiar with the advent of
these evidence-based tools. While judicial decisions may continue to seek expert testimonies, such
testimonies should be increasingly based on solid scientific evidence rather than expert opinion. Typicaly, a
judge or a lawyer may find it difficult to probe behind an expert’s opinion to evauate or test the level of
credibility based on concepts of best available evidence. Experts in court are typically chalenged and
accepted on the basis of their qualifications, conflicts of interest, or biases, and not on the value of their
opinions. However, it would be useful to understand that the medical expert is only one part of the long chain
of the medical evidence and that there often can be considerable uncertainty behind expert statements.”
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